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Аннотация 

Цель данной работы заключается в установлении денотативной области номинации английских глаголов-

синонимов группы положительной оценки в рамках метода семантического толкования, рассмотрении вопросов 

изучения семантики языковых единиц во взаимосвязи с когнитивными структурами, вопросов исследования языковых 
средств актуализации оценки на лексико-семантическом уровне. Автор раскрывает содержание правостороннего 

актанта анализируемых глаголов в аспекте понятия ценностного ориентира. Результаты приведенного 

экспериментального исследования могут быть применены в лексикографической практике при уточнении 

информации, представленной в словарной дефиниции глаголов положительной оценки в словарях различного рода; в 

процессе разработки лекционных курсов и практических занятий по лингвистической семантике, когнитивной 

лингвистике; в качестве модели исследования фактического материала при написании научных работ различного 

рода.  
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Abstract 

The purpose of this work is to establish the denotative domain of the nomination of English verbs-synonyms of the group 

of positive assessment within the framework of the method of semantic interpretation, to consider the issues of studying the 

semantics of language units in relation to cognitive structures, issues of research of linguistic means of actualization of 

evaluation at the lexico-semantic level. The author reveals the content of the right-sided actant of the analyzed verbs in the 

aspect of the concept of a value reference point. The results of this experimental study can be applied in lexicographic practice 

when clarifying the information presented in the dictionary definition of the positive assessment verbs in dictionaries of 

various kinds; in the process of developing lecture courses and practical classes in linguistic semantics, cognitive linguistics; as 
a model for the study of factual material while writing scientific papers of various kinds. 
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Introduction 

Our work is devoted to modern linguistic research aimed at studying the semantics of linguistic units in relation to 

cognitive structures. Currently, the language is considered directly with its native speaker. Anthropological linguistics studies 

the indissoluble unity of man and language. The category of estimation is recognized as the initial basic category of 

anthropological linguistics [1]. Evaluation is one of the most “anthropocentric” phenomena, since evaluation is a reflection of 

reality “in the mirror of subjective modality” [5]. 

In the philosophical dictionary, the following definition of evaluation is given: “Evaluation is a way of establishing the 

significance of something for an acting and cognizing subject”. At the same time, three types of significance are distinguished: 

theoretical (epistemological assessments), value (axiological assessments), practical (implementation of epistemological and 
axiological assessments through the volitional impulses of the subject in the systems of subject and communicative actions). 

The subject of evaluation in axiological assessments are the properties of objects and the objects themselves in their ability or 

inability to meet the needs and requests of the subject. The evaluation results in value representations and orientations in the 

world of significance [10]. 

The evaluation of the objects of reality is reflected in the language, in particular, in the word. In the linguistic literature, the 

tri-ambiguity of a language assessment is distinguished depending on its nature (basis): neutral, positive and negative. This 

separation of three types of evaluation is due to the nature of the attitude of the subject of evaluation to the cognizable object 

and, consequently, the recognition of evaluation as an obligatory component of the structure of the meaning of the word. 

E.M. Wolf gives the following formula of the evaluation structure: A (the subject of evaluation) believes that B (the object 

of evaluation) is “good / bad” [3, P. 5-6]. We adhere to the point of view of N.D. Arutyunova, who notes that in evaluative 

structures, an additional meaning is introduced into the statement, which is conventionally represented as “and I understand 
that you understand that this is good/bad” [2]. Therefore, the evaluation structure is considered by us as a complex consisting 

of the subject of evaluation (who evaluates), the object of evaluation (what is evaluated), the basis of evaluation or evaluation 

attitude (norm or standard of evaluation). N.D. Arutyunova distinguishes two groups in the classification of estimated values: 

general and partial estimated values. The gradation of private evaluation values is based on the principle of the basis of 

evaluation, its motivation [2]. In this group of private assessments, in addition to other categories, the researcher includes 
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ethical assessments. In turn, combining them together with the aesthetic group of sublimated evaluations. Aesthetic 

assessments are “associated with the satisfaction of a sense of beauty”, ethical assessments “associated with the satisfaction of 

a moral sense” are guided by the moral code, moral norms adopted in the social community [2, P. 76]. V.I. Karasik emphasizes 

the fact that some types of evaluation are not motivated at all (taste, emotional, aesthetic), and some evaluations are motivated 

by a pronounced or unexpressed code of conduct or a code of preferences (ethical and utilitarian evaluations). A person 

making a motivated assessment relies on a system of preferences. While making an assessment the speaker assigns himself a 

certain status, that is, he acts not only as an individual, but as a representative of a collective that shares a particular system of 

preferences [7]. 

The category of ethical evaluation is one of the main ones, defines moral orientations, forms a kind of axis of 

consciousness. The concept of ethical assessment implies the establishment of a value relationship between the subject and the 

object of the assessment, between the nature of the assessment and its basis. The norm of ethical evaluation inherent in human 
nature is created in society and manifests itself in a communicative act. Undoubtedly, language reflects the mental activity of 

the individual and the objective reality surrounding us. At the same time, language influences the content of the leading 

motives of the personality, beliefs, predisposes the individual to experience and evaluate the universe in a special way. 

Thus, the concepts defining evaluative meanings are based on the value picture of the world and the semantics of language 

units in their interaction. Evaluation as one of the most important aspects of a person's communicative and cognitive activity 

can be fixed in the semantic structure of a word, forming a component of its meaning, or when describing the conditions for 

using a word. [5]. For example, V. V Kuzmina. identifies such a differential sign of evaluation as Standard/Norm in the 

structure of the right-sided actant in the English motivational verbs [8]. 

The purpose of our study is to identify the parameters of motivation for the subject's assessment of the object of the 

English verbs of the «respect» group and to differentiate the nomination area of verb units close in meaning. Since the 

information presented in dictionaries does not always reflect the features of a denotative situation requiring the use of a verb. 

As a rule, the interpretation of the meaning of verbal units occurs by introducing cross-references and synonymous, which 
makes it difficult to choose the optimal verbal unit in a particular context. In this article we will consider the semantic features 

that make up the content of the right-sided actant in English verbs of the group of positive assessment (“respect”, “regard”, 

“admire”, “esteem”, “appreciate”, “value”). They are frequent lexemes, which reflect the systematic semantic relations of the 

stative types of verbs and their inherent characteristics, but they have their own peculiarities. 

The study is based on the material of approximately 2000 units taken from the lexicographic sources of modern English, 

the English American literature, the British National Corpus, the Corpus of Contemporary American English and the 

information from the informants (native speakers), the results of the tests.  

The following methods are used in the work: hypothetical-deductive method, methods of analysis and synthesis, method of 

quantitative calculation, method of semantic interpretation, method of component, definitional, distributive, valence analysis, 

semantic experiment.  

The leading concept for the interpretation of the verbs under consideration is “motivation of the subject's assessment of the 
object”. The system of preferences on which the subject relies when making an assessment is defined by us as a “system of 

value orientations”, the unit of which is a “value reference point”. 

We think that the concept of “value reference point” correlates with the category of “spatial deixis” in a metaphorical 

sense. Deixis is a universal category of language, since the main components of the speech situation indicated by deixis 

(interlocutors, place, time) are mandatory for communication in any language. [6]. In our work, the concept of “value reference 

point” is associated with the category of “spatial deixis” on the basis that “space” can be understood as the whole set of 

physical, mental, social, biological and other realities in which any object or phenomenon is or may be, any state, process or 

action takes place. [9]. Thus, while describing relational relations in the semantic structure of the English verbs of the group of 

leaving, A.S Dautova shows that when the right-sided actant is changed, there is a change in a cognitive structure, which leads 

to a different perception of the concept of “space” and to the appearance of lexical modulation of the verb “desert” [4]. 

 As our research has shown, the concept of an Object for the analyzed verbs is complex and can be described as: The 

Object “manifests” or “displays” some of his/her/its qualities; the Subject “observes” them, perceives such “displays” and 
makes his/her assessment; there is a “Space” around the Subject, which denotes the so called “value system” that underlies the 

subjective assessment of the Subject of the Object. So, we consider that the Subject-Object relations in the verbs of positive 

assessment are represented by three actants of the situation: S (the subject of evaluation), O1(the object of evaluation), O2 (the 

“value reference point”). We defined the semantic role of O1 as the “Source”, the essence of which is that O1 is a source of 

information being evaluated.  

During the search tests, we have asked the informants to comment on the sentences and answer to the questions: Does the 

answer to the question “Can these activities be the source of your assessment?” sound normal in the following sentences, 

“What is the source of your assessment?” 

According to the informants' estimates, the following sentences sound normative: 

1. She had always been honest with me, and I respect her for that. [13]. 

2. She was highly regarded as a sculptor. [13]. 
3. They all admired her courage. [11]. 

4. Living in the city has taught me to appreciate the differences between people. [11]. 

5. Although the works of the Impressionist painters are esteemed today, they met with scorn when they were introduced. 

[11]. 

6. The after-sales service was highly valued by customers [13]. 

During the analysis, it was determined that the use of various verbal lexemes depends on a change of understanding the 

“value reference point”, that is, the content of the semantic role of О2, which we consider as “Value reference point”. Its 

essence is that О2 determines the “qualitative parameters” of the assessment. Such “qualitative parameters” can be the 
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following: a given socially determined norm (financial situation, public opinion): There are degrees in society which we must 

respect. “O Lord, help me to do something worthy before I die – something to make these people respect me”. [12]; stable 

subjective positive attachment to the object as a whole and positive assessment of his all qualities regardless of his property, 

financial situation (according to the informants, the verb “esteem” assumes a higher positive assessment than “respect”, close 

to admiration: I more than respect your lawyer – I esteem him. (Example of an informant). Native speakers proposed using “I 

hold him in high esteem” instead of the verb “esteem”, because of its rare use in modern English): He was honest, obedient, 

active and good- natured, hence he was esteemed by his master; and being beloved by all his companions. I say, that I admire, 

esteem, and love them both. The bride's father, our good friend there, is a noble person, and I am proud to know him. “She 

shall know you. She shall esteem you” [12]; assessment in every concrete situation (“situational value reference point”): … 

whom I regard with so much brotherly affection. She had always regarded herself with a fair degree of complacency as 

possessed of no mean stock of courage. Diodorus informs us that dreams were regarded in Egypt with religious reverence [12]; 
getting pleasure from sensory perception of an object: But it is a pleasure to me to admire him at a distance. His queen never 

admired him in this trim [12]; meeting personal requirements and requests: Poe’s own country has been slow to appreciate 

him. But that is because all people have not the capacity to appreciate his merits. Man, of feeling that he is, and one who 

appreciates the importance of symbols… [12]; naming a universal value: The beautiful girl who at once warned him to run 

away as fast as possible if he valued his life. The blessings we receive daily from God make us not to value or not praise Him 

because they be common» [12]. 

Understanding the cognitive-semantic structure of the analyzed predicative units will help us to reflect the features of a 

denotative situation requiring the use of a verb. 

 

Конфликт интересов 

Не указан. 

Conflict of Interest 

None declared. 

 

Список литературы / References 

1. Антропологическая лингвистика: Концепты. Категории: коллективная монография / под ред. Ю.М. 

Малиновича. Москва – Иркутск: Ин-т языкознания РАН, Ирк. гос. лингвист. ун-т, 2003. 251 с.  

2. Арутюнова Н. Д. Типы языковых значений. Оценка. Событие. Факт. / Н.Д. Арутюнова - М., 1988. – 341 с. 

3. Вольф Е.М. Функциональная семантика оценки. / Е.М. Вольф – М.: Наука, 1985. – 230 с. 

4. Даутова А.С. Когнитивно-сематическая модель английских глаголов группы покидания : дис. … канд. филол. 

наук. / А.С. Даутова. – Уфа, 2020. –180 с. 

5. Дормидонтова О. А. Категория оценки и оценочная категоризация с позиций современной лингвистики / О.А. 

Дормидонтова // Альманах современной науки и образования - Тамбов: Грамота, 2009. - № 2 (21): в 3-х ч. - Ч. I. -  

C. 47-49. 

6. Лингвистический энциклопедический словарь [Электронный ресурс]. // URL: https://rus-lingvist-
dict.slovaronline.com (дата обращения: 16.02.2022). 

7. Карасик В.И. Оценочная мотивировка, статус лица и словарная личность / В.И. Карасик // Филология - 

Philologica. – Краснодар, 1994. – С.2-7. 

8. Кузьмина В. В. Сематическая модель английских мотивационных глаголов : дис. … канд. филол. наук. / В. В. 

Кузьмина. – Уфа, 2012. –179 с. 

9. Селиверстова О.Н. Контрастивная синтаксическая семантика / О.Н. Селиверстова – М., 1990. 

10. Философский словарь [Электронный ресурс]. // URL: https://rus-new-philosophy.slovaronline.com (дата 

обращения: 16.02.2022). 

 11. Merriam-Webster's Dictionary. [Электронный ресурс] // URL: http://www.merriam-webster.com/ (дата обращения: 

16.02.2022). 

12. Project Gutenberg [Электронный ресурс] // URL: https://www. www.gutenberg.org. (accessed: 16.02.2022). 

13. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary [Электронный ресурс]. // URL: http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/ 
(дата обращения: 16.02.2022).  

Список литературы на английском / References in English 

1. Antropologicheskaja lingvistika: Koncepty. Kategorii: kollektivnaja monografija [Anthropological Linguistics: 

Concepts. Categories: collective monograph] / edited by Yu.M. Malinovich. Moscow - Irkutsk: Institute of Linguistics of the 

Russian Academy of Sciences, Irkutsk State Linguistic University, 2003. 251 p. [in Russian]  

2. Arutyunova N. D. Tipy jazykovykh znachenijj. Ocenka. Sobytie. Fakt. [Types of linguistic meanings. Evaluation. 

Event. Fact.] / N. D. Arutyunova - M., 1988– 341 p. [in Russian] 

3. Volf E.M. [Functional semantics of evaluation] / E. M. Volf. – Moscow: Nauka, 1985. – 230 p. [in Russian] 

4. Dautova A.S. Kognitivno-sematicheskaja model' anglijjskikh glagolov gruppy pokidanija [Cognitive-semantic model of 

English verbs of the leaving group]: Candidate's thesis. Philology / A.S. Dautova. - Ufa, 2020. -180 p. [in Russian] 

5. Dormidontova O. A. Kategorija ocenki i ocenochnaja kategorizacija s pozicijj sovremennojj lingvistiki [Evaluation 
category and evaluation categorization from the standpoint of modern linguistics] / O. A. Dormidontova // Al'manakh 

sovremennojj nauki i obrazovanija – Tambov: Gramota [Almanac of Modern Science and Education Tambov: Diploma] - 

2009. - No. 2 (21): in 3 volumes. – Vol. I. – pp. 47-49 [in Russian] 

6. Lingvisticheskiy enciklopedicheskiy slovar [Linguistic encyclopedic dictionary] [Electronic resource]. //  

URL: https://rus-lingvist-dict.slovaronline.com (accessed: 16.02.2022) [in Russian] 

7. Karasik V.I. Ocenochnaja motivirovka, status lica i slovarnaja lichnost' [Evaluative motivation, the status of a person 

and a dictionary personality] / V. I. Karasik // Philologica. - Krasnodar, 1994. - p.2-7. [in Russian] 



RUSSIAN LINGUISTIC BULLETIN 1 (29) 2022 

 

26  

8. Kuzmina V. V. Sematicheskaja model' anglijjskikh motivacionnykh glagolov [The semantic model of English 

motivational verbs]: Candidate's thesis. Philology / V. V. Kuzmina. - Ufa, 2012. -179 p. [in Russian] 

9. Seliverstova O.N. Kontrastivnaja sintaksicheskaja semantika [Contrastive syntactic semantics] / O. N. Seliverstova - M., 

1990 [in Russian] 

10. Filosofskiy slovar [Philosophical Dictionary] [Electronic resource]. // URL: https://rus-new-

philosophy.slovaronline.com (accessed: 16.02.2022) [in Russian] 

11. Merriam-Webster's Dictionary. [Electronic resource] // URL: http://www.merriam-webster.com / (accessed: 

16.02.2022) 

12. Project Gutenberg [Electronic resource] // URL: https://www . www.gutenberg.org . (accessed: 16.02.2022) 

13. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary [Electronic resource]. // URL: http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com / 

(accessed: 16.02.2022)   


