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Abstract

The given article dwells on the comparative analysis of morphological peculiarities of the degrees of adjectives in Tajik
and English. It systematically examines the formation, function, and contextual nuances of positive, comparative, and
superlative degrees in both languages, highlighting their respective morphological strategies. Through a sentence-by-sentence
comparative analysis, the research explores how notions of comparison and extremeness are expressed, identifying
convergences and divergences in the grammatical systems of these two typologically distinct languages. The findings aim to
deepen the understanding of adjectival morphology in both Tajik and English, offer insights into cross-linguistic semantic
equivalence, and provide practical guidance for translation between the languages.
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AHHOTaNMsA

B [aHHOW CTaThe MpeCTaB/eH COMOCTABUTE/IbHBIN aHaMN3 MOPQOIOrHUecKUX 0COOEHHOCTel CTerneHel MmpuiaraTeibHbIX
B Ta/PKUKCKOM W aHIIMMCKOM si3blKaX. CHCTeMaTHuecKd pacCMaTpuBaloTCs oOpasoBaHue, (YHKIMOHMPOBaHWE U
KOHTEKCTyajlbHble HIOAHChl TOJIOKUTE/ILHOM, CPAaBHUTEIBHON W TPEBOCXOAHOW CTereHeld B 00OMX SI3bIKaxX, BbIENISs
COOTBETCTBYIOI[Me MOp(OIOruuecKrue crpaTernd. IlocpefCTBOM TIONPEAJIO’KHOTO — COTIOCTaBUTENBHOTO —aHajau3a B
WCC/Ie[JOBAHUM U3y4yaeTCsl BbIpaKeHUe TOHSATUH CpaBHEHWs] U 3KCTPeMajbHOCTH, BBIIB/SIFOTCS CXOZCTBA U PacXoKAeHWsl B
rpaMMaTHuecKuX CHCTeMaxX 3THX [BYyX THUIIOJOTMYeCKH Ppas/IMYHBIX SI3bIKOB. Pe3y/nbraThl MCC/eflOBaHMsl HarlpaB/ieHbl Ha
yray6sieHre NMOHUMaHUs MOP(OJIOTHY Npu/laraTebHbIX B Ta[PKUKCKOM U aHITIMMCKOM sI3bIKaX, IPOSICHEHHE MeXbSI3bIKOBON
CeMaHTU4eCKON SKBHBa/TIEHTHOCTU U NTPelOCTaB/IeHNe TIPaKTHUeCKUX peKOMeH/jallyii 110 NepeBo/y MeXy STHMHU S13bIKaMHU.

KiroueBble c10Ba: Ta/pKUKCKUHA M aQHIVIMMCKWN SI3BIKM, TIpUjarare/ibHble, CTeNleHH CpaBHEHMsl, CpPaBHHTeJIbHas,
TIPeBOCXOZHAsI CTereHb, MOP(OIOTHsl, CPaBHUTETLHOE S3bIKO3HaHME.

Introduction

1.1. Background

Adjectives, as a crucial part of speech, enable speakers to describe, qualify, and compare nouns, enriching descriptive
language and conveying precise information. A fundamental aspect of adjectival morphology is the expression of degrees of
comparison — positive, comparative, and superlative — which allow for the grading of qualities. While the semantic concept
of comparison is universal, the morphological and syntactic mechanisms employed by languages to express these degrees vary
significantly. Tajik, an Indo-Iranian language with a rich literary tradition, and English, a Germanic language, offer distinct
paradigms for adjectival gradation [6, P. 64], [7, P. 58]. Understanding these differences is not merely a matter of linguistic
classification but is essential for accurate comprehension, effective communication, and particularly, for nuanced translation
between these two languages [8].

1.2. Research Problem and Significance

Despite general linguistic descriptions of adjectival degrees in both Tajik and English, a focused, in-depth comparative
analysis, particularly one grounded in a substantial literary corpus like “Reminiscences” by Sadriddin Aini remains less
explored. Existing research often provides isolated grammatical descriptions or general comparative statements without
delving into the intricate morphological peculiarities, semantic subtleties, and the specific challenges encountered in cross-
linguistic rendering within authentic textual contexts [1].

Research methods

Corpus Selection: The primary corpus is “Reminiscences” by Aini. This choice is justified by its literary significance, its
rich and authentic Tajik language, and its extensive descriptive passages which are likely to contain a wide array of adjectival
forms, including those in various degrees of comparison. A reputable published English translation of the chosen work will be
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used for comparative purposes, or where an official translation is lacking or deemed insufficient for fine-grained linguistic
analysis, the researcher will provide expert translations [9], [10].

Data Collection:

1. Systematic Identification: The entire Tajik text of "Reminiscences" will be thoroughly read to identify all instances of
adjectives in their positive, comparative, and superlative degrees.

2. Extraction and Annotation: Each identified instance will be extracted along with its complete sentence and its
corresponding page number in the Tajik edition of “Reminiscences” [4], [5].

3. English Equivalents: For each extracted Tajik sentence, its English translation (from the published translation or the
researcher's own expert rendition) will be obtained and noted [2], [3].

Main results and discussion

3.1. Comparative Analysis of Adjectival Degrees in Tajik and English: on the example of “Reminiscences” by Aini

Hereby, the study presents a direct comparative analysis of the systems for expressing adjectival degrees in Tajik and
English, drawing upon empirically derived examples from “Reminiscences” by Aini. The analysis of each example adheres to
the detailed comparative structure established in the methodology.

3.1.1. Comparison of positive degrees and their translation

So, the consideration of positive degree adjectives in the corpus of our study reveals consistent patterns in their
morphological formation across both Tajik and English.

Example 1

[Iap xaétu MaH siK py3u paHeuH 0yn [1, P. 90] — There was a colorful day in my life.

Based on the above-adduced sentence, one can assert that the adjective paneun functions in the positive degree.
Morphologically, it is derived from the noun pane + the suffix -un. In this sentence, it serves as an attributive adjective, directly
modifying the noun py3. The English adjective colorful also represents the positive degree. Its morphological structure
involves the derivation from the noun color + the suffix -ful. Syntactically, it directly modifies the noun day, mirroring the
attributive function of its Tajik counterpart.

Thus, the relevant instance demonstrates a high degree of both formal and semantic equivalence. The parallel
morphological derivation through suffixation (noun + suffix to adjective) and the identical attributive syntactic function
contribute to a robust cross-linguistic correspondence in both structure and meaning.

3.2. Comparison of comparative degrees

The corpus of our study considers the morphological and syntactic mechanisms employed by these languages to express
comparative degrees of adjectives, with particular attention to the use of the Tajik suffix -map versus English -er or more, and
the comparative markers a3 versus than.

3.2.1. Synthetic comparative: Tajik -map vs. English -er

Example 2

XoHau Mo a3 XoHau xamcosi KyxHamap 0yz [1, P. 200] — Our house was older than the neighbor's house.

The adjective kyxHamap is the comparative form of kyxHa. Its formation is synthetic, achieved by affixing the suffix -map
to the positive degree. The explicit comparison is marked by the preposition a3, which precedes the noun phrase denoting the
entity of comparison xonau xamcos. The English adjective older is the synthetic comparative form of old, derived by adding
the suffix -er. The explicit comparison is similarly marked by the conjunction than, preceding the neighbor's house.

Thus, the adduced example demonstrates a very high degree of formal, functional, and semantic equivalence. Both Tajik
and English predominantly utilize synthetic suffixation for the formation of comparative adjectives from monosyllabic or short
disyllabic bases, and both employ distinct lexical items a3/than to introduce the comparative complement.

3.2.2. Analytic comparative: Tajik “0Oemrap + adjective” vs. English “more + adjective”

Example 3

WH macwana a3 aurapos 6ewumap myxum 0yp [1, P. 60] — This issue was more important than the others.

The comparative expression 6ewmap myxum employs an analytic construction, combining the comparative adverb
6ewmap with the positive degree adjective myxum. The comparative complement is introduced by a3 dueapon. The English
counterpart more important also relies on an analytic construction, utilizing the adverb more preceding the positive degree
adjective important. The comparison is explicitly marked by than the others.

This instance exhibits high functional and semantic equivalence. Both languages demonstrate a shared preference for
analytic (periphrastic) constructions when forming comparatives from adjectives that are typically polysyllabic or of non-
indigenous origin, employing functionally analogous adverbs 6ewumap/more to denote increased degree.

3.2.3. Irregular comparative forms

Example 4

Xonar# § a3 nerrapa xyomap uiyz [1, P. 300] — His condition became better than before.

The adjective xy6map is the comparative form of xy6. Notably, in Tajik, this comparative is formed regularly via the suffix
-map. The comparison is established with a3 newmapa. The English adjective better is the irregular, suppletive comparative
form of good. The comparative complement is introduced by than before.

Into the bargain, the above-mentioned example highlights high functional and semantic equivalence in conveying the
comparative meaning. However, a significant morphological divergence is observed: the Tajik form xy6map is morphologically
regular, whereas its English equivalent better is a classic instance of an irregular comparative.

3.3. Comparison of Superlative Degrees

This subsection analyzes the morphological and syntactic strategies employed by Tajik and English for expressing
superlative degrees of adjectives, comparing the Tajik suffix -mapun and periphrastic a3 xama constructions with English -est,
most, and analogous phrasal elements like of all or in the world.

3.3.1. Synthetic Superlative: Tajik "-rapur" vs. English "-est” / "most"
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Example 5

VH py3u XoTUPMOHTApUH fap Xaétu mMad 0yz [1, P. 290] — This was the most memorable day in my life.

The superlative adjective xomupmonmapun is derived synthetically from xomupmon via the suffix -mapun. The English
equivalent, most memorable, employs an analytic (periphrastic) construction (most + positive adjective), consistent with
English morphology for polysyllabic adjectives. Seemingly, a monosyllabic Tajik base (e.g., karonmapun/biggest) would
typically correspond to an English synthetic form (e.g., biggest). High functional and semantic equivalence is observed, as both
forms effectively convey the highest degree. However, a formal morphological divergence exists for this specific adjective,
with Tajik using synthetic suffixation where English employs analytic periphrasis.

3.3.2. Analytic Superlative: Tajik “a3 xama + Positive Adjective” vs. English “the most + Positive Adjective”

Example 6

¥ a3 xama mapzonu gexa 6oaxa 6yz [1, P. 111] — He was the most intelligent man in the village.

The analytic superlative a3 xama 6oakn combines the intensifier az xama with the positive adjective 6oakn denoting the
highest degree within the group mapoonu dexa. The English analytic counterpart, the most intelligent uses the most + positive
adjective intelligent mirroring the Tajik periphrastic structure for polysyllabic adjectives in group emphasis. Very high
functional, semantic, and formal equivalence is observed in these parallel analytic superlative strategies.

3.3.3. Irregular Superlative Forms

Example 7

WH pactypu 6exmapun 6apou 3uHzaruu Mas 6yn [1, P. 95] — This was the best instruction for my life.

The superlative 6exmapun is derived from xy6 through regular -mapun suffixation. In contrast, the English equivalent best
is the irregular, suppletive superlative of good. While conveying identical superlative meaning (high functional/semantic
equivalence), a notable formal divergence exists in morphological regularity: regular suffixation in Tajik versus irregular
lexicalization in English, illustrating distinct historical morphological patterns for high-frequency adjectives.

Conclusion

Thus, the corpus of our study systematically compared adjectival degrees in Tajik and English, detailing their formation,
function, and semantic nuances. While sharing the conceptual framework of comparison, they exhibit distinct morphological
realizations: Tajik uses suffixes -map, -mapun and analytic a3 xama, while English employs suffixation -er, -est and periphrasis
more, most, alongside irregular forms. “Reminiscences” by Aini exemplified these distinctions, highlighting parallels in
synthetic and analytic strategies and underscoring the importance of morphological and syntactic understanding for translation
equivalence. The research deepens appreciation for both languages and offers insights for linguistics, language learning, and
translation.
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